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New Springs Legion Lions top performers are girls

Our junior Lions Team is a mixed Gender under 10s team
consisting of 4 girls and 11 boys we are hoping to start a new
team shortly. At present 6 girls train with the team but only 5
wish to play competitive RL. These young players have been
recruited as a result of our after schools club “Come and Play
with Lions”. Our girls are consistently top performers within the
side. We have a section in our current newsletter promoting

Tackle Homophobia -
First for Rugby league!

On May 5th as a curtain raiser for the Oldham v Blackpool
game, the Oldham Roughyeds reserve team played a game
of touch rugby against Manchester gay Rugby Union team,
the Village Spartans which was played with a commemorative
pink rugby ball designed especially for the match.

It was a fantastic event with the crowd appreciating the
touch rugby match, a hilarious "Dafydd the only gay in the
village’ look alike provided commentary and entertained

the crowd throughout the match. At half time the Village
Spartans threw miniature pink rugby balls with the IDAHO
and Kick Homophobia out of Oldham logos out to the
crowds who rushed to catch their souvenir of the day! The
event organised by Sean Mellor, was endorsed by Barry
McDermott and attended and supported by Sarah Williams
Equality and Diversity Manager of the RFL, Mark Swanwick,
of Kick Homophobia out of Oldham, the Oldham LGBT forum
and the Worshipful, the mayor Councillor Ann Wingate.

The Roughyeds have also committed to working with the
LGB community, council and PCT over the next year by
attending several LGB events including Oldham pride and to
showcase rugby league for the first time at the Pride Games in
Manchester this September.

girls rugby. Our young players produce the Junior Lions Page.
With our female players in mind we have a Player of The Match
Award apposed to a Man of the Match.

John Shaw

| am the Assistant Secretary for New Springs Legion Lions if you
want to know more see our website www.newspringslions.co.uk

At the beginning of this year Brian Chambers, RL coach met
with a group of men from James Lee House (Salvation Army) in
Warrington to discuss the Sports Leadership Courses. On that
day he signed a group of these men up to complete the course.
For the following weeks Brian put them through their paces and
helped them to increase their physical health as well as their
confidence.

To complete the course and in the final week the group had to
coach a class of Primary School Children for a minimum of 15
minutes. | wouldn’t like to do this never mind someone who has

a bank of issues that these men have! To reward the participants
they were invited along to the Wolves versus Hull KR game and
were presented with their certificates on the pitch during half term.

The Wolves Foundation now has a waiting list at James Lee
House as well as at other centers in the area to be able to
replicate the programme and to also put the first group of men
through the second course.

Centre manager Philip Pyrah said: “Our service users enjoyed
the sports course, were so enthusiastic and really looked forward
to each visit to the Stadium. They have really benefited from this
activity as it has provided them with a purpose and motivation as
well as a general feeling of well-being as a result of the exercise!”

Alternative formats

The RFL has a commitment to providing information in alternate

formats. To date we have copies of the RFL Laws of the Game -

the official rule book - on audio tape. If you would like an further

RFL documents or information in an audio format please contact
Sarah Williams and we will endeavour to meet your needs.

For more information on any of the articles in this newsletter
please contact Sarah Williams at:

RFL, Red Hall, Red Hall Lane, Leeds, LS17 8NB

tel 0113 2375037 or email sarah.williams@rfl.uk.com

RUGBY LEAGUE. It's a whole different ballgame® E




