[image: image1.wmf]

This section follows on from the Pre Match Preparation and helps you to understand your duties and responsibilities once you have arrived at the ground for your game.
Arriving at the Ground
First impressions on the day are essential. As a Match Officials you represent your Referees Society, The RFL and most importantly yourself.

At first team level each Match Official must arrive in a white shirt and tie, however for all junior, youth or open age fixtures we ask that you turn up in either a shirt and tie or society kit. Many Society’s have their own polo shirts and this is perfectly acceptable.

We wish you to look the part from start to finish, you’ll be surprised how many peoples comments about the referee can start when they arrive at the ground.

One comment received this year said “the match official was very smartly turned out and is a credit to his society”  
Should you also get caught in traffic you must contact someone at the home club to let them know you are on your way and maybe late. 

First Steps

On arrival at the ground you first need to find your changing room and introduce yourself to the team coaches so they know you have arrived. 
We recommend that you arrive at the ground about an hour before the game. (At first team level we arrive one and a half hours before kick off) This gives you the chance to optimise your preparation and gives you some extra time in case there are troubles on the road.

Pitch Inspection

In your role as a Match Official safety is essential and therefore you must check the pitch on arrival at the ground. This gives you plenty of time to correct any error with the grounds staff if required. 

Follow the points below to ensure an effective pitch inspection, you need to check;

· That all sharp objects, stones, glass, cans, bottles etc are removed if present
· That corner flags are in place

· That the post protectors are on

· That all pitch markings are visible and correct
· That the pitch is roped off if possible

Referees and Players Kit

When you are getting your kit ready make sure that you have looked at the playing shirts of the two teams taking part and decide which colour you will be officiating in. This must be a neural as possible and must be done early so that you are not rushing at the last minute.

However while you are doing this you can make sure that there is not a kit clash between the two teams. If in your opinion the two kits are too alike then it is up to the away team to change their kits.

Checking Players Kit

Once players have all their kit on you need to check each player so that there is no risk of injury to other players and no illegal objects have been hidden on their body.

You need to look at;

· Boots
· Ensuring that the studs are not longer than the allowed length 

· Are not sharpened or have sharp edges

Got a Problem?

Make the player either change their boots or their studs and make the player show you again.
· Shoulder Pads

· Are soft and have give (are not solid)

· So they have no sharp or rigid edges

Got a Problem?

They need to be removed or the sharp area covered with extra padding and then checked again by you.
· Arm Guards

· Making sure there are no hidden objects

· Ensuring that they are not made out of solid materials

· So they have no sharp or rigid edges

Got a Problem?

The player needs to either remove the padding or add extra padding if there is a sharp or rigid edge so that there is give for any impact in a tackle. Any new strapping then MUST be checked by you again.
· Finger Nails

· Making sure they have been cut and are not to long

· Make sure they are not sharp

Got a Problem?

The player must cut the nail so that it is short and not sharp and checked by you again.

· Hand Strapping

· Ensuring that it is not to hard and not extra solid material is under the strapping.
· Make sure that there is no webbing between thump and finger which could get another players finger caught in.

Got a Problem?

The solid bulk needs to be removed or the webbing cut and passed fit for play by you.
Team Sheets

Before the game kicks off you must have in your possession a team sheet with all the players and team staff written on. You must have this before kick off and keep it until the game is concluded when you will fill in the details of the score, sign it and return to the clubs. 

The Coin Toss

This should be done in plenty of time before the kick off. Get both captains together and ensure they are aware of any thing you are asking for during the game. Doing this before the game ensures that once you ask the players to the field there is no time lost and the game kicks off straight away.

Kick Off

It is your role to make sure that the game kicks off on time. During the winter months the light closes in fast and the game must be played. As a Match Official you need to be ready and call the players out five minutes before kick off is due. This will give the teams chance to finish their final team talks and be on the field kicking off at the correct time.
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