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SECTION B1: GENERAL COMPETITION RULES 

LAWS OF THE GAME 

B1:1 Each Club shall ensure that all Matches in which it participates (at any level or age group) 
shall be played in accordance with the rules of the relevant league or tournament and the 
Laws of the Game. 

MATCHES ON NEUTRAL GROUNDS/USE OF FACILITIES 

B1:2 No club shall refuse the RFL, RLEF or RLIF the use of its ground or social, refreshment, 
and car parking facilities (except for reasons beyond its reasonable control) for matches 
which the Board deems to be of major importance.  These matches include but are not 
limited to Representative Matches, Cup and League finals and other Cup competitions, 
and Cup semi-finals, at all levels under the Board's jurisdiction. 

B1:3 When a match between Clubs is played on a neutral ground, each competing Club shall 
be entitled to 70 complimentary tickets. 

B1:4 The Board shall decide how many saleable tickets printed in advance of any Match shall 
be allocated to any of the Clubs concerned in that match.  Any unsold tickets must be 
returned to the RFL in accordance with its instructions from time to time. 

B1:5 When a Match between Clubs is played on a neutral ground, each competing Club shall 
be entitled to check all turnstiles and gates. 

ADVERSE EFFECT ON OTHER MATCHES 

B1:6 No Club shall be allowed to play any Match or allow its ground to be used for any Match if 
in the opinion of the Board such act will be likely to adversely affect the gate of any other 
Match played under the Operational Rules. 

START AND END OF SEASON 

B1:7 Subject to Definitions (rr) above the Board shall determine the date of commencement of 
the Season and the date on which it shall cease. 

FULL STRENGTH 

B1:8 The principle purpose of the RFL’s rules on “Full Strength” teams is to ensure that the 
integrity of each Match and the Game in general and to ensure a level playing field 
throughout a competition to ensure that no team gains an unfair advantage or 
disadvantage.  It is each team’s responsibility to ensure that it has a squad of players 
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sufficient to meet its obligations in all competitions. The purpose behind the “Home 
Grown Player” Rule is to encourage clubs to develop and better develop their own 
players so that there are more players coming into the game and so that the standard 
improves. A further purpose is to afford an opportunity to junior players to play in top level 
competitive matches in order to aid their development and ensure the development of the 
sport. 

B1:9 No later than 31 October prior to the start of each season, each Club shall notify the 
Board in writing of the names of up to 25 (30 for National League) players who shall 
constitute that Club's provisional first team squad for that Season ("the Provisional First 
Team Squad") .  Each Club shall notify the Board immediately of any changes to this 
Provisional First Team Squad.  No later than 1 February prior to the commencement of 
the season  each Club shall notify the Board in writing of the squad (“First Team 
Squad”) numbers of those 25 players who will then become the Clubs First Team Squad 
and only members of that First Team Squad shall be entitled to play for that Club’s first 
team in League and/or Cup matches.  The Board shall ensure that its Performance 
Department monitors use of players by all Clubs.   

B1:10 Clubs may with the approval of the Board, to replace injured or ill players or players 
transferred to other Clubs or who have ceased playing the Game, alter the constituent 
members of their First Team Squad during a Season and all such changes shall be 
notified in writing to, and shall be subject to the approval of, the Board.  In addition Clubs 
shall be able to apply for dispensation to replace a member of their First Team Squad 
with a Player that the Club believes is of a higher standard than the Player he replaces. 

B1:11 Clubs shall be entitled to select and play any player from their First Team Squad from 
time to time for any Match. 

CLUB TRAINED 

B1:11A This Clause is subject to Clause B1:11C in Seasons 2008-10. At the time of notification 
of the Provisional First Team Squad and First Team Squad and at all times, a Club’s First 
Team Squad, where that Club is in Super League, must consist of: 

(a) a maximum of 5 players who satisfy none of the definitions of Club Trained 
Players, Federation Trained Player from the Club’s own federation or Academy 
Junior.  

(b) a minimum of 8 Club Trained Players or Academy Juniors 

 (c) the remainder being made up of Federation Trained Players from the Club’s own 
federation or Academy Juniors. 

B1:11B The following definitions shall apply to Clause B1:11A above: 



GENERAL COMPETITION RULES 
 

Operational Rules – Section B1 - General Competition Rules – Issue 7 – February 2009       3  

(a) ‘Club Trained Player’: a player who has been on the Club’s register for any 3 full 
Seasons before the end of the Season in which he ceases to be eligible by age 
for Academy rugby league. For the 2008 Season only this shall be amended to 1 
full Season and for the 2009 Season only this shall be amended to 2 full 
Seasons. For the avoidance of doubt, where a player satisfies the definition in 
each of the 2008 and 2009 Seasons and is on the Club’s register in both of those 
seasons, the Player shall retain the status of ‘Club Trained Player’ in 2010 for so 
long as he remains on the register of that Club but shall lose such status (unless 
he satisfies the full definition of 3 years) upon being removed from the club’s 
register and shall not regain it simply by returning to the Club’s register. 
Otherwise, and again for the avoidance of doubt, from the 2010 Season onwards 
a player must satisfy the requirement to have been on the Club’s register for 3 
full Seasons before his 21st birthday in order to qualify as a ‘Club Trained Player’ 
and the fact that he may have qualified as a ‘Club Trained Player’ in the 2008 
and/or 2009 Seasons shall be irrelevant. 

(b) ‘Federation Trained Player’: a player who, for any 3 full Seasons before the end 
of the Season in which he ceases to be eligible by age for Academy rugby 
league has been on one of the Club’s register or the register of another Club 
being a member of the same rugby league federation. For the avoidance of doubt 
if a player moves from one club’s register to another club’s register and there is a 
period of no more than 28 days in the Season (as defined) and any amount of 
the period between the 1 December and the day of the first League Match, 
Representative Match or Cup Tie (whichever is sooner) between being removed 
from one register and being registered with another club, consecutivity shall not 
be broken for the purposes of this clause.  

(c) ‘Academy Junior’: a player who is eligible by age for Academy rugby league and 
who is on the Club’s Register. 

B1:11C In the following seasons the numbers in B1:11A above shall be amended to: 

(a) Season 2008: a maximum of 10 players who satisfy none of the definitions of 
Club Trained Players, Federation Trained Players from the Club’s own federation 
or Academy Junior and a minimum of 5 Club Trained Players or Academy 
Juniors; 

(b) Season 2009: a maximum of 8 players who satisfy none of the definitions of Club 
Trained Players, Federation Trained Players from the Club’s own federation or 
Academy Junior and a minimum of 6 Club Trained Players or Academy Juniors 

(c) Season 2010: a maximum of 6 players who satisfy none of the definitions of Club 
Trained Players, Federation Trained Players from the Club’s own federation or 
Academy Junior and a minimum of 7 Club Trained Players or Academy Juniors 

B1:12 In the event that because of an injury or illness crisis or for any other reason, a Club 
wishes to utilise players other than members of their First Team Squad (including but not 
limited to junior or loan players), the Club concerned must first produce written medical 
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evidence to the Performance Department verifying the injuries sustained by First Team 
Squad players to the reasonable satisfaction of the Board.  In any event any player 
utilised in such circumstances must be of Super League or National League standard (as 
appropriate) as determined by the Performance Department. Further in order to utilise 
such a player, the Club must demonstrate to the satisfaction of the RFL Board that they 
will comply with the “Home Grown Player” Rule set out in this section. 

B1:13 Clubs, officials, coaches and players must not at any time make comments that bring the 
game into disrepute by inferring that any club is not making its best efforts to win the 
match. 

B1:14 Subject to the presumption that the Board would take into account the potential views of 
and impact on other clubs within the same league or division, the Board shall be given 
the discretion to grant to a Club or Clubs an exemption or variance of the maximum and 
minimum in particular categories of the ‘Home Grown Player’ Rule where in the Board’s 
absolute discretion the circumstances justify such an exemption or variance. The burden 
of establishing such circumstances is strictly on the individual club. 

B1:15 The Board shall be given the discretion to declare that a Player qualifies as a ‘Club 
Trained Player’ or a ‘Federation Trained Player’ notwithstanding that the player does not 
satisfy strictly the definition where in the Board’s absolute discretion the Board is satisfied 
that in all the circumstances the player satisfies the spirit of the definition and in particular 
shall take into account in relation to ‘Federation Trained Player’ any time registered with a 
member club of a member organisation of the relevant federation, and in relation to ‘Club 
Trained Player’ time registered on loan with a member club of the relevant federation or a 
member club of a member organisation of the relevant federation. The burden of 
establishing such circumstances is strictly on the individual player. 

SQUAD DECLARATION SYSTEM 

B1:16 The principal purpose of the Squad Declaration System is to ensure that there is 
transparency and integrity in team selection and that there is no opportunity for those 
connected with a Club to profit from insider information.  Clubs, officials and coaches 
shall comply with the Squad Declaration System as directed by the RFL from time to 
time.  Failure to comply may be a breach of the Operational Rules. 

POSTPONEMENTS  

B1:17 In case of postponement of a Match, the Match shall, if the Clubs involved so agree or 
the RFL so directs, be re-arranged for the following Wednesday ("the preferred 
Wednesday").  If, however, at the time of postponement both Clubs have a known free 
Sunday date prior to the scheduled end of the appropriate competition, the Clubs 
involved may agree that such Match shall be arranged for that free Sunday instead of the 
preferred Wednesday subject always to Board approval.  Sunday dates on Cup Tie 
weekends or weekends allocated for other competitions can be regarded as free only if at 
the time of the postponement, both Clubs concerned have been dismissed from the Cup 
or other competitions concerned.  In any event, if either Club has a Match on the Friday 
immediately following the preferred Wednesday, then the postponed Match shall instead 
be re-arranged for the Monday or Tuesday prior to the preferred Wednesday unless the 
Club has a game on the Sunday prior to that Monday or Tuesday in which case, the 
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game shall, if possible (in accordance with the above provisions) be re-arranged to the 
Wednesday following the preferred Wednesday or so on as necessary until the Match is 
re-scheduled.  If the Clubs wish to agree to play the Match on any date other than a date 
determined in accordance with the preceding provisions of this Operational Rule B1:15 
then both Clubs shall promptly make written submissions to the Board which shall agree 
thereto or determine the date on which such postponed Match shall be played taking into 
account all relevant circumstances known to it.  Notwithstanding the above the Board in 
its absolute discretion may order a match to be re-arranged as it, acting reasonably, 
thinks fit in the circumstances. 

B1:18 If a Match cannot go ahead as scheduled or in the case of a further postponement or in 
the case of a dispute, the Board will decide when and where the Match will be played. 

B1:19 Any Club refusing to play on the published date unless the Inspector or appointed referee 
has stated that the ground is unfit for play shall be guilty of Misconduct and shall be 
punishable by way of fine or otherwise pursuant to Section D1 of these Operational 
Rules.  The Board shall decide whether the Club refusing to play shall forfeit the Match or 
whether the Match shall be replayed, and if it is to be replayed the Board shall determine 
the venue, date and kick off. 

PROGRAMMES 

B1:20 Each Club shall produce a programme for each match in which its first team plays which 
must set out accurate details of both club’s squads in the case of Super League Clubs 
and selected teams and substitutes in the case of other Clubs and each Club shall submit 
to the RFL within 14 days of publication, or on demand, two copies of each of its Match 
programmes.  Each Club shall be responsible to the RFL for all matters contained within 
its match programmes, which shall not be of a nature likely to bring the game into 
disrepute.  For the avoidance of doubt where a group of clubs enter into an RFL 
approved arrangement to produce a match day magazine to replace a club programme 
the club shall no longer be obliged to produce a programme.  

SUSPENSIONS BY OTHER AUTHORITIES 

B1:21 Any persons under suspension by the governing body of any other sport, or by a Rugby 
League authority other than the RFL, shall not be allowed to play in matches under the 
RFL's jurisdiction without the express written permission of the Disciplinary Committee as 
set out in D2:28 or hold a post as a Club Official without the express written permission of 
the Board  

PLAYING STRIP 

B1:22 Each Club shall comply with the following: 

(a) All Clubs shall submit to the Board for approval by the date specified from time to 
time by the RFL and in any event before the same is produced for use in 
Matches or for resale to the public the playing strip form prescribed by the Board 
from time to time and which contains full details of their playing strip and 
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alternative strip for the forthcoming Season which shall both include the official 
RFL logo and/or official sponsor(s) logo(s) and may include a sponsors' logo and 
the name of the manufacturer of the Colours, both of which shall conform to the 
current contractual obligations with the television companies ("the Colours") and 
with the directives published by the RFL from time to time.  The RFL shall publish 
directives showing the sizes, numbers and positions of the sponsors’ logos which 
Clubs shall be allowed to display on playing strip.  In addition the Clubs shall 
ensure that the sponsors logos are permitted advertising in the country in which it 
is intended the playing strip shall be worn. The alternative strip shall have a 
different base colour from the principle kit.  Until further notice the date specified 
shall be 31 October for Super League and 31 December for National League. 

(b) All players' jerseys shall be of the registered colours and (unless otherwise 
provided for by B1:20 (h) below numbered 1 to 17 and in any case the numbers 
must be clearly defined figures to be not less than 23 cm in height and which 
must be clearly visible and must stand out from the surrounding background 
which may necessitate placing the number on a patch. 

(c) Upon approval being given to the Colours, the Club shall not make any 
alterations or addition thereto in any way during the Season without the prior 
written consent of the.Board. 

(d) Registration of the Colours may be refused if the whole or any part of it contains 
material that is offensive or should not be permitted to be used in any televised 
game or if the size, number or positions of the logo on the Colours exceeds that 
referred to above or if in the opinion of the Board the principal and alternative 
playing strips do not consist of different base colours. 

(e) In any televised Match the Clubs participating shall ensure that their Colours are 
those authorised and shall be made available to any television producer prior to 
the Match.  If a jersey is damaged during the course of the Match it shall be 
immediately replaced with a similar jersey containing the same number that was 
worn prior to its replacement. 

(f) Each Club shall comply with the kit directives issued by the RFL.  Where the 
Colours clash with that of the home Club (and the match referee shall be the final 
arbiter), the visiting Club must change. 

(g) The Colours shall not be of a colour or design which is either the same as or 
similar to the strips worn by the Match Officials. 

(h) As regards the Super League only, before the commencement of each Season, 
each Club shall allocate a different shirt number to each member of its first team 
squad (see B1:8 above).  The Club shall also allocate a number to any player 
joining the squad during the Season.  Such numbers shall begin at 1 and be 
allocated consecutively.  A Club shall not change a player's number during a 
Season.  If a player leaves a Club during a season, then this number may not be 
re-allocated to a new first team squad member until the next season. 
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(i) As regards the Championship only, before the commencement of each Season 
Players who are in a club’s initial first team squad should be allocated a squad 
number in numerical order starting at 1 without leaving any gaps. Once a number 
has been allocated that number should be worn by that player at all times for 
every first team fixture that season.  If a player leaves during the season his 
squad number cannot be reallocated and once a player has been given an 
allocated number, they may not change squad numbers in that season.  
Additional permanent members of the first team squad should be issued the next 
consecutive number. 

 
Squad numbers 31 to 40 are allocated as ‘unnamed’ shirts. These shirts can be 
worn by players who may not be expected to be regular members of the 
nominated first team squad for instance players on loan or on trial.  A player may 
only play in an unnamed shirt up to a maximum of FOUR first team games. After 
which that player must be allocated a permanent squad number. There is no limit 
on the amount of players who may play in an unnamed shirt throughout the 
course of the season. 

 

PLAYERS, SPECTATORS AND OFFICIALS TO OBSERVE OPERATIONAL RULES 

B1:23 Each Club agrees that Players, Officials and spectators are only allowed to take part in or 
attend Matches or otherwise be involved in the business of or the conduct of playing 
matters at any Member on condition that they observe the Operational Rules and each 
Club agrees to procure that these Operational Rules are enforced and observed by 
players, officials and spectators and are part of the contract between the Club and each 
spectator. 

DVDS/VIDEOS 

B1:24 Each Club shall make a first class DVD or video tape recording of each match in which it 
takes part recorded by a firm of repute and recorded to a quality satisfactory to the RFL. 
It shall retain the entire unedited copy of that recording for fourteen days and shall upon 
the request of the Board, forward the same to the RFL by registered post in accordance 
with the Disciplinary Operational Rules in Section D1 and D2 of the Operational Rules. 

B1:25 If a player is dismissed or placed on report a videotape or DVD recording of the relevant 
Match in which the alleged offender played shall be despatched to RLHQ by guaranteed 
next day delivery on the day of the match in the case of Super League Players and by 
guaranteed next day delivery on the day following the match in the case of Other Players 
by the home Club in the match in which the alleged offender played.  All DVDs or videos 
shall be sent by a postal service which requires a signature on receipt.  Any home Club 
not forwarding a videotape or DVD of a Match in which an alleged offence took place or 
not despatching a videotape or DVD in time to reach the appropriate hearing, shall be 
liable to a fine not exceeding £1,000. 
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SUBMISSION OF FORMS 

B1:26 The home Club shall send a return of gate receipts on the form specified by the Board 
from time to time within 7 days of completion of the Match.  The home Club shall also 
ensure that it completes and sends to the RFL the Ground Safety Officer's report in the 
form specified by the Board from time to time, to arrive at the RFL no later than 7 days 
after completion of the Match.  Any Head Injury Forms (again in such form as may be 
specified from time to time by the Board) must be completed and sent by the home Club 
to the RFL to arrive no later than 48 hours after completion of the Match.  Each Club 
must also submit such other information in such format as the Board shall reasonably 
direct from time to time. 

B1:27 It shall be the duty of the referee to complete and forward to the RFL the score sheet, 
team sheet, dismissal reports and reports of any incidents that occur on the Match day 
(on or off the pitch) by such means as the RFL shall direct from time to time by no later 
than 9.00 am on the first working day following the Match.   

MEDICAL REQUIREMENTS 

B1:28 Each Club shall comply with the following:      

(a) In addition to providing the relevant number of crowd doctors the home Club shall 
ensure that a properly registered and practicing qualified medical practitioner 
(holding such qualifications as the RFL may direct from time to time) and a 
chartered physiotherapist (holding such qualifications as the RFL may direct from 
time to time) be present at all Matches and shall be in attendance throughout 
each Match specifically for the treatment of players and match officials.  In 
addition for Super League first team matches the away team shall also ensure 
that a properly registered and practicing qualified medical practitioner (holding 
such qualifications as the RFL may direct from time to time) and a chartered 
physiotherapist (holding such qualifications as the RFL may direct from time to 
time) be present at all Matches.  In the case of Reserve and Academy matches 
where a doctor is unavailable the Club may hire a paramedic, operating through 
a private paramedic company and fully equipped by that company, in which case 
the visiting team must be notified in advance.  These individuals shall advise a 
Club Official of their presence 30 minutes before the advertised commencement 
of the Match. The current qualifications are set out in Section E10.     

(b) If the medical practitioner is not available at such time then the Club Official shall 
contact the safety officer and the match referee immediately and ensure that the 
Match does not kick off until the medical practitioner is present.    

(c) Such medical practitioner shall remain for a minimum of 15 minutes after the end 
of the game and shall speak directly with the physiotherapist of the home team 
and where the away team has not brought their own doctor to the match shall 
speak directly with the physiotherapist of the away team to ensure that his/her 
services are no longer required before leaving the dressing room area.   
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(d) The home Club shall ensure that the medical practitioner shall make a note of 
any player who has been injured in the Match in any way whatsoever and retain 
such notes for such period as the Department of Health recommends from time 
tot time for the retention of medical records.  For the avoidance of doubt, the 
medical practitioner's notes shall remain subject to the rules of medical 
confidentiality.  

(e) The home Club Secretary shall record in a register or accident book all injuries of 
such types as may from time to time be specified by the Board and by 
regulations and statues, which occur in any Match or training session. Each Club 
must provide the RFL with copies of the register or accident book immediately 
upon request.    

(f) Each Club must register with the RFL each of the medical practitioner(s) and 
physiotherapist(s) who provide services for the Club at the beginning of each 
Season and any additions made during the Season and must inform the RFL of 
the names, addresses and qualifications as requested on the registration form.  
In addition each Club must record the names of the medical practitioner and 
physiotherapists who attend each match in such format as the RFL shall require 
from time to time.           

B1:29 Each Club shall ensure that before the start of each season each Player undergoes a 
CogSport test and receives a satisfactory baseline score and that that score is registered 
with the RFL.  Each Club shall ensure that any Player who suffers a concussion whilst 
playing, training or warming up shall undergo a CogSport return to play test and that that 
score is registered with the RFL.  The decision as to whether or not a Player resumes 
playing or training following a concussion is for the Club doctor to make in his/her 
professional opinion.  The doctor shall take into account the baseline and return to play 
scores in making that decision.  Any further CogSport test scores are also to be 
registered with the RFL.   When a concussion is sustained the home club shall ensure 
that an initial notification form as prescribed by the RFL from time to time is completed 
and sent to the RFL within 48 hours of the concussion. 

B1:30 The home Club shall comply with all Operational Rules, regulations and statutes relating 
to health and safety and in particular, those which apply specifically to safety at sports 
grounds. 

B1:31 Each Club shall comply with the Sports Medicine Rugby League Standards as issued by 
the RFL from time to time and the home Club shall ensure that such medical equipment 
as the RFL may from time to time specify is available for use at each Match at all levels. 

B1:32 Each Club shall ensure that any doctor used at Matches has adequate arrangements in 
place for medical defence cover. 

B1:33 Any Player or Official in breach of the aforementioned regulations relating to Medical 
Requirements in B1:25 to B1:30 above shall be guilty of misconduct. 
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MATTERS ARISING 

B1:34 The Board in its absolute discretion as it thinks fit shall determine any matter that may 
arise in connection with any Competition for which no provision has been made within these 
Operational Rules. 

 



MATCH DAY RULES 
 

Operational Rules – Section B2 – Match Day Rules – Issue 7 – February 2009 
 

SECTION B2: MATCH DAY RULES  

   

ABANDONMENT OF MATCHES – RESULT, ADMISSION, DIVISION OF PROCEEDS 

B2:1 It shall be up to the Match Commissioner (or Referee where a Match Commissioner is 
not appointed) to determine as to whether or not a League Match should be abandoned.  
However: 

(a) if a League Match is abandoned, the Board will determine whether the result 
shall stand.  If it does not stand the Match will be re-scheduled as directed by the 
Board.  The decision of the Board in relation to such matters shall be final; 

(b) upon the abandonment of a League Match for any reason before or during the 
half time interval which is subsequently declared to be void, spectators who 
attended the abandoned League Match shall be entitled to admission for the next 
playing of the Match at half price; 

(c) upon the abandonment of a League Match for any reason in the second half, no 
concession will apply to the  re-arranged Match; 

(d) if the RFL Match is abandoned, then the division of proceeds for the re-arranged 
League Match shall be made in accordance with such directions as the Board 
may give from time to time; 

(e) the Board shall have the power to vary these arrangements if it is deemed 
necessary to do so. 

ABANDONMENT, POSTPONEMENT OR SUSPENSION OF MATCHES 
 
B2.1 DECISION TAKEN BY INSPECTOR PRIOR TO MATCH COMMISSIONER’S ARRIVAL 
 
1.1 In the event that the home Club suspects that its Ground will not be fit for play owing to 

frost or any other cause, the home Club must immediately call an Inspector who is on a 
list approved by the RFL to carry out ground inspections ("the Inspector") to inspect the 
Ground.  If the Inspector states the Ground is not fit for play and in his opinion, there is no 
chance of it being so fit for kick-off, then the match should be postponed and that 
decision must be communicated to the visiting Club, the RFL and to the media 
immediately.  It is unlikely that a decision under this Rule can be made more than 24 
hours before the Match is due to kick off save in exceptional circumstances. 

 
1.2 If, having made such inspection, the Inspector says there is a doubt as to the fitness of 

the Ground but is not certain that it will be unfit, the home Club must immediately advise 
the visiting Club and the RFL of the position and the appointed Match Commissioner (or if 
no Match Commissioner is appointed, the match Referee) must be called to inspect the 
Ground.  In such event, the Match Commissioner (Referee) shall arrive not less than 2½ 
hours before the advertised time for kick-off. 

 
1.3  The competing Clubs shall not place the Match Commissioner (Referee) under any 

undue or adverse pressure whilst he is making such a decision, and the Match 
Commissioner (Referee) shall consult with the Ground Safety Officer and where 
appropriate the RFL Broadcast Partner prior to reaching his decision.  The decision 
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should be immediately communicated to the RFL, the competing Clubs, the spectators 
and the media.    

 
2 DECISION TAKEN BY MATCH COMMISSIONER (REFEREE) 
 
The Ground Safety Officer is responsible for safety of the ground and spectators on the day and 
ultimately any decisions on evacuation and crowd safety will be made by the Ground Safety 
Officer unless the emergency is such that he hands over control & ultimate responsibility to the 
Police Match Commander.   The Match Commissioner is responsible for the safety of the players 
and the reputation of the game.  There may be some circumstances where these two conflict or 
where player safety or the reputation of the game are at risk so that the game should be 
abandoned although there is no risk to spectator safety.  In such circumstances the Match 
Commissioner must liaise with the Ground Safety Officer and Best Endeavours should be used 
by both to reach an agreed position.  However ultimately there will be some extreme 
circumstances where the Match Commissioner’s duty to the players and the Game would lead to 
the Match Commissioner ordering the players to leave the field of play.   
 
In line with principles above the following: 
 
 
2.1 The Match Commissioner (Referee) shall have the power to: 
 

 postpone a match before kick off; 
 delay a scheduled kick off; 
 suspend a match in progress; 
 abandon a Match after kick off; 

 
when any of, but not limited to, the following situations arise: 
 
 a) He receives the advice of the duly appointed Ground Safety Officer (GSO) on the  
  day that the GSO believes it is impossible to start or continue the match without  
  compromising spectator safety; 
 b) He receives the advice of the duly appointed GSO that the GSO believes that the  
  match kick off should be delayed or the match in progress should be suspended  
  on the grounds of public order and/or spectator safety; 

c)   He believes at the time of inspection that the condition of the pitch is such that it  
 is unfit for play and remains unfit for play (unfit for play means that it is not safe for 
 the players to play on the pitch eg ruts or frost) after such alterations and/or   
 improvements as he may order have been made to either the playing surface or  
 the surrounding area or subsequently that the weather conditions are such that it  
 is unsafe for the players to take or remain on the field of play eg electric storm; 

 d) One of the competing teams is reduced to four players due to injuries and/or 
dismissals; 

 (e)  The behaviour of the players or the crowd is such that the Referee can no longer  
       control the Match;  
 (f)   There is racist or abusive chanting from the crowd which cannot be brought   
        under control by the GSO and stewards/police; 
 (g) Fog descends or thickens while a Match is in progress to the extent that if the  
  referee takes up a position on the centre of the 20m line and cannot clearly see  
  the corner flags at the opposite end of the pitch; 
 (h) Before or during the Match fog is such that the spectators and/or the Broadcast  
  Partner (where the match is being transmitted live) cannot see the pitch from a  
  reasonable viewing position as advised by the GSO; If fog descends or   
  thickens during the Match, the Match Commissioner shall liaise with the GSO  
  and if they are both of the opinion that a significant number of spectators cannot  
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  see the playing area, that it is not possible to move those spectators to a closer  
  vantage point, that safety  monitoring and supervision of spectators cannot be  
  sustained as advised by the G.S.O., that the safety of spectators would not be  
  put at risk by an abandonment, then the Match Commissioner should decide that  
  the Match should be abandoned and should signal to the Referee and inform him  
  that the Match shall be abandoned.  
 (i) A player dies on the field of play; 
 (j)    There is floodlight failure and the Ground Safety Officer advises that power   
  cannot be restored within a reasonable period of time taking into account all the  
  circumstances; 
 (k)  The Match Doctor fails to attend and a replacement cannot be found within a   
       reasonable period of time; 
 (l) There are other circumstances which lead the Match Commissioner (Referee)  
  acting reasonably to believe that the only option available to him is to postpone,  
  suspend or abandon the Match. 

ARRIVAL AT GROUND 

B2:2 Each Club shall ensure that all members of its team are at the ground at which the Match 
is to be played at least one hour before the scheduled kick off. 

BALLS 

B2:3 The balls to be used in Matches shall be submitted to and approved by the referee before 
the commencement of the Match and must be of the type specified by and comply with 
the requirements of the RFL and the Laws of the Game from time to time 

CLASH OF COLOURS 

B2:4 The competing Clubs in each Match must confer in advance of the Match day to ensure 
that there is no clash of Colours on the day and shall comply with any kit directives 
issued by the RFL.  In any event, the visiting Club must bring two different sets of strip to 
the Match.  Any dispute shall be referred to the Match Officials Director. 

Notwithstanding the above, when the Colours of two competing Clubs are, in the opinion 
of the referee, likely to cause confusion, the visiting Club shall change into such 
alternative strip or parts of strip as the referee may direct.  If it so wishes a visiting Club 
may use its registered alternative strip for any Match where in the opinion of the Match 
Officials Director or the referee or the match commissioner there is no clash of colours 
with the home Club.   

DRESSING ROOMS 

B2:5 The home Club is responsible for ensuring that the dressing room area is secure and that 
only essential match day staff from both teams, match officials, accredited broadcasters, 
journalists and photographers gain access.  No person under the age of 18 shall be 
allowed access to the dressing room area on match days unless chaperoned by an 
appropriate Club Official, save players and/or match officials taking an official part in the 
game. 

DUG OUT 

B2:6 Each Club shall procure that there is provided a covered dug out for each team adjacent 
to the pitch and with direct access to it, protected from the general public and ideally with 
access to the dressing rooms without passing through a public area.  Alternatively, if 
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passage through a public area is necessary, the home Club shall ensure that stewarded 
escort is provided at all times.  A white line will be painted around the dug out (the 
"technical area") which shall be a minimum of three metres distant from the touchline and 
three metres from the touchline where the construction of the ground makes this feasible.  
Each team shall: 

(a) ensure that only correctly registered officials or correctly registered players are 
permitted to sit in the dug out area at Matches.  The team sheet submitted at 
each match shall specify which of the officials in the dug out is responsible for the 
conduct of that Club's personnel in the dug out.  In no event shall the number of 
officials in the dug out at any time exceed 12 (including the four nominated 
substitute players) except that a Club’s Head Coach may also occupy the dug 
out; 

(b) ensure that, those of its officials and players in the dug out remain seated at all 
times, with the exception of substitutes warming up and those entitled to enter 
the field of play pursuant to other provisions of these Operational Rules; 

(c) ensure that no person present in the dug out shall step outside the technical area 
unless undertaking duties complying with the other provisions of these 
Operational Rules;  

and any Club which fails to ensure that its officials comply with this Operational Rule, and any 
person who fails so to comply, shall be guilty of misconduct. 

DVDS/VIDEOS 

B2:7 The home Club shall make a DVD or video tape recording of each Match and shall 
forward a complete, un-edited copy of that recording to the RFL by registered post or as 
otherwise directed from time to time or as required pursuant to any Operational Rule.  In 
order to have complied with this rule the Club must provide a recording of a quality 
deemed adequate by the Match Officials Director who shall provide written guidelines to 
clubs from time to time.   

END OF PLAY 

B2:8 For Games in which a Club plays its first team the home team must provide a timekeeper 
 who shall sound the hooter immediately when 40 minutes has elapsed in each half 
 regardless of where the ball is.  The away club shall be entitled to bring its own 
 timekeeper to the game in which case they shall sit together.  The Referee will 
 acknowledge the sounding of the hooter and blow his whistle to end the game when the 
 ball is next out of player or a tackle is effected.  

GROUND 

B2:9 It shall be the duty of the referee at every Match under the control of the RFL, to ensure 
that the ground and pitch are fit for play and is in accordance with these Rules and the 
Laws of the Game.  If a ground and/or pitch is not fit for play, a referee may refuse to 
allow a match to be played thereon or he may order the making of such alterations and/or 
improvements as he thinks fit. 



MATCH DAY RULES 
 

Operational Rules – Section B2 – Match Day Rules – Issue 7 – February 2009 
 

INTERCHANGE RULES 

B2:10 Clubs shall apply such rules as regards interchange of players as the Board may lay 
down from time to time. 

KIT & EQUIPMENT INSPECTIONS 

B2:11 Each Club shall make all of its players available for kit and equipment checks before the 
Match and at any other time on Match day as reasonably required by an appointed Match 
Official. 

LATE START 

B2:12 Each Club shall ensure that its team is ready to take the field as and when directed by 
the RFL Match Official.  The Club at fault for the late start of any League Match shall be 
guilty of misconduct and shall be punishable by way of fine or otherwise pursuant to 
Section D1 of these Operational Rules. 

MATCH DURATION 

B2:13 The duration of each Match shall be measured by the timekeeper(s) and shall be 80 
minutes played in two equal halves with an interval of 10 minutes (or such other period as 
may be specified by the Match Official prior to kick-off with due regard to the 
requirements of any broadcaster). 

POST-MATCH REPORTS 

B2:14 In addition to any reports due pursuant to other provisions of these Operational Rules     
each Match Official shall ensure that he provides immediately to the Compliance 
Manager a full and comprehensive report of any incident which occurs before, during or 
after any Match including (but not by way of limitation): 

(a) a breach of any of the Operational Rules; 

(b) missile throwing; 

(c) a pitch invasion; 

(d) other crowd trouble and/or incidents; 

(e) misbehaviour of Club Officials; 

(f) any matter of whatsoever nature (including injuries or disturbances involving 
spectators) in relation to which the Chief Executive requires information; or 

(g) any other matter which may bring the Game into disrepute and/or which may be 
prejudicial to the interests of the Game. 

PHOTOGRAPHERS 

B2:15 No photographer shall be allowed in a pitch side position unless he holds an RFL 
photographers pass and unless he wears a bib which should be supplied by the home 
club.   

POST MATCH PRESENTATIONS/CELEBRATIONS 
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B2:16 (a) Where at the conclusion of a match a post match presentation is being made to  
one or both teams then all players and officials shall remain on the field of play until the 
presentations have been concluded unless specificially instructed to leave the field of 
play by a safety steward or RFL Official.   

 (b) Clubs and Players are specifically prohibited from allowing player’s or official’s 
children on the pitch at the conclusion of any centrally organised game. 

PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT & CLOTHING 

B2:16 No player shall wear any clothing, protective equipment or other garment in any Match, 
 warm up, warm down, pre match presentation or trophy presentation, post match 
 interview or otherwise connected with a Match unless it has been approved in advance 
 by the RFL.  Visible sponsor’s or manufacturer’s names, tag lines, logos and/or other 
 marks on such items shall not exceed two square inches when worn. 

REFEREE'S ROOM 

B2:17 No person (other than the appointed Match Officials and the Match Officials Director 
and/or his authorised representative) may enter the Match Officials  room at a ground 
either during the half-time interval or during the period beginning ninety minutes prior to 
any Match and ending thirty minutes after the completion of the Match.  Any person who 
breaks this Operational Rule may be guilty of misconduct.  
  
(a) Each Club shall ensure that it displays the notice as supplied by the RFL on the 

Match Officials Room door at all times on Match days. 

REMAIN ON FIELD OF PLAY 

B2:22 No player or member of match day coaching or support staff shall leave the playing area 
or dug out and enter the spectator areas during, before or after matches unless acting 
under the specific direction of an official steward. 

SUBSTITUTES 

B2:23 For the purpose of the Challenge Cup Competition and League Matches the rules 
regarding substitutes shall be identical to those rules which are in place from time to time 
for substitutions in International Matches except that in the case of extra time when the 
procedures described in B3:17 shall apply. 

TEAM SHEETS 

B2:24 Referees shall ensure that they receive a completed team sheet signed by a Club Official 
from each Club and shall forward the sheet to the RFL immediately after the Match.  
Referees shall obtain each Player’s correct name from Club officials should it not appear 
on the team sheet.  Club Officials shall provide this information.  Referees shall notify the 
RFL in writing if this procedure is not followed. 

B2:25 In all Matches, each Club shall affix on its dressing room door and provide to the referee, 
a top copy team sheet, accurate in every respect, not less than 1 hour before the 
published kick-off time, except where such League or Cup Match is to be televised in 
which case the sheet must be so provided and affixed in accordance with the 
requirements of the relevant television company.  A Club shall only be allowed to alter the 
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sheet after the time of posting if a player subsequently becomes injured in the warm-up 
and it receives the referee's prior consent.  In such cases, it shall also notify the opposing 
Club and television company (if appropriate) immediately.  Only players who appear on 
the team sheet (as provided above) can take part in that League of Cup Match and Clubs 
are responsible for ensuring that players wear the number that corresponds exactly with 
that on the team sheet.   

TOSS FOR CHOICE OF ENDS 

B2:26 Each Club shall make its captain available to toss for choice of ends as reasonably 
directed by the referee or the broadcast partner in the hour before the scheduled kick off. 

TRAINERS/WATER CARRIERS/CLUB OFFICIALS  

B2:27 The only persons allowed onto the pitch during the conduct of a Match (apart from 
players and Match Officials) shall be the following: 

HEAD TRAINER  (YELLOW  TOP) 
 
− The Head Trainer may enter the playing field in the following situations: 

 
1 When a try has been scored 
2 While awaiting a Video Referee decision in relation to a try 
3 During a time out called by the referee for an injury 

 
− The Head Trainer is allowed to assist the Physiotherapist with an injured player, carry water or 

deliver individual messages in the above situations.  
− They must leave the field immediately their assigned task has been completed and return to the 

dug-out area. 
− They must enter and leave the field as quickly as possible (i.e. running). 
− He / She must not enter the playing field carrying any electronic device switched on or otherwise 

and must do so in a manner that does not interfere with play. 
− The Head Trainer must not speak to the match officials. 
− The Head Trainer must not enter the field of play at any time while play is in progress other than to 

affect an interchange in which case he/she must follow the following guidelines: 
− Trainers may enter the field to inform a player that he is being interchanged  

− The trainer is only entitled to communicate with other players whilst performing the 
interchange function. 

− The trainer may remain on the pitch for a maximum of three tackles whilst carrying 
out the interchange function. 

− The new player cannot enter the field until the interchanged player reach the touch 
line  

− The 4th Official must report any trainer who breaches this rule to the match referee 
immediately. 

− In the case of a breach the referee will stop the game and send the trainer to the 
stand – the club will not be allowed to use a member of staff for interchanges for the 
remainder of the game and will have to rely on the interchange boards alone. 

−  
 
PHYSIOTHERAPIST (ORANGE TOP) 
 
− The Physiotherapist is allowed unlimited access to the playing field to render assistance to injured 

players. 
− They are to go directly to the player concerned and in instances of severe injury may indicate to the 

referee that the game should be stopped. 
− They are not allowed to pass on messages at any time. 
− They must enter and leave the field as quickly as possible (i.e. running). 
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− They are not allowed to be involved in the on-field interchange process save that when he/she 
goes onto treat a player he/she can bring that player off ie escort him to the touch line – he/she 
cannot have any further involvement 

 
WATER CARRIER (BLUE TOP) 
 
− Two water carriers are permitted to enter the field of play in the following circumstances: 
 

1 after a try has been scored 
2 after the referee has stopped play for an injury 

 
− They must carry an approved water carrying device or unit and must leave the field before play has 

recommenced. 
− They must enter and leave the field as quickly as possible (i.e. running). 
 
DOCTOR (RED TOP) 
 
− The Doctor can enter the field of play when he/she is medically required to do so. 

 

The above personnel must wear distinctive tops in the colours above (for advice on patone 
references see the Match Day Operations Manual).  It shall be Misconduct for any person who is 
not a Physio appropriately qualified and duly registered with the RFL to wear an orange shirt or to 
assume the role of “Physio”.  The following provisions shall apply to all such persons:  

(a) The persons nominated as Head Trainer, Doctor, Physiotherapist and Water 
Carrier shall at all times wear the appropriate distinctive clothing specified above 
and appropriate accreditation, must be over 18 years of age and may not be 
players under suspension. 

(b) All of such persons shall enter the pitch only from the designated dug out area 
and shall return to that area after coming from the pitch.  They shall not be 
permitted to station themselves around the pitch and shall be subject at all times 
to the control of the Referee and other Match Officials.  Any of the Match Officials 
shall be entitled to dismiss any person, other than the Doctor or Physio, who they 
consider to be in breach of these regulations from the dug out and require them 
to take a seat in the stand or to remain in the dressing room as appropriate.  The 
Match Officials shall also report any breach of this Operational rule B2:26 to the 
RFL 

(c) It shall be permissible for a player to come to the touchline to receive water and it 
shall in addition be permissible for a further person over and above those listed 
to take onto the field a kicking tee for penalty kicks at goal, conversions and 
halfway restarts.  This person must wear a blue top and must meet the 
specifications of (a) above.   

(d) Clubs shall ensure that all of such personnel refrain from involving themselves in 
any conflict between players and shall ensure that they are to refrain from 
making comments to opposition players.  Match Officials shall be entitled to 
discipline all of such persons and this may include dismissal from the field of 
play.  The Match Commissioner shall report any breaches of this Operational 
Rule to the Disciplinary Commissioner and any such breach shall constitute 
Misconduct.   
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(e) None of the persons entitled to enter the field of play pursuant to Operational 
Rules Section B2:26 or any other person shall carry any electronic device with 
them on to the field of play or do any other thing which does or may interfere with 
play in the Match. 

VIEWING POINT 

B2:28 The home Club shall ensure that the visiting Club is provided with four seats or spaces in 
the stand as high as possible and as close to the half way line as possible for use by 
registered coaches and registered support staff.  These seats or spaces shall not be in a 
general admission area.  In addition, the home Club shall ensure that there is available a 
designated route from the dressing room to such viewing point and that officials of the 
visiting Club are briefed on the route to be taken or provided with an escort where 
reasonably considered necessary. 
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SECTION B3: LEAGUE COMPETITION RULES 

GENERAL 

B3:1 The name of the league competitions shall be decided by SLE and by Championship 
respectively and are currently known as "Super League" and “Championship and 
Championship 1". 

Subject as set out in the Operational Rules, the management of the league competitions 
shall be vested entirely and exclusively in the RFL. 

B3:2 All Members who are Clubs shall participate in one of the league competitions.  The 
Board may in addition invite other Clubs whether they are Members or not) to participate 
in any such league in which case such clubs as a condition of entry accept the jurisdiction 
of these Operational Rules.. 

STRUCTURE AND ENTRY 

B3:3 The league competitions shall be divided into three separate divisions the format of which 
shall be decided from time to time by SLE in accordance with the SLE Articles of 
Association, in the case of Super League, and by the Board in the case of Championship 
and Championship 1.  

PROMOTION & RELEGATION  

B3:4 Promotion and relegation between each of SLE and Championship, and Championship 1  
, shall be in accordance with the resolutions of the Board agreed and in force from time to 
time, the latest of which as at the date of adoption of these Operational Rules are set out 
in Operational Rule Section A1 above. 

TABLES AND FIXTURES 

B3:5 The league competition tables for both Super League and Championship and 
Championship 1 shall be compiled by the RFL, the positions in which shall be determined 
by the number of points gained with points being awarded as follows:   
           
 two points for each Match won; and      
 one point for each Match drawn.  

 
Save for the Championship 1 and Championship 2 and League Cup where points shall 
be awarded as follows: 
 
 three points for each Match won;     
 two points for each Match drawn;      
 one point for each Match lost by 12 points or less.    
           

The Club with the highest number of points shall be at the top and the Club with the lowest shall 
be at the bottom.  Where Clubs have an equal number of points their relative positions shall be 
determined by points difference so that the Club having the greater points difference is placed 
above the Club with the lesser points difference.  The points difference is calculated by 
subtracting the points scored against the Club from the points scored by the Club.  If that still 
leads to a tie then the Club with the greater points percentage during the Season will be placed in 
the higher position.  The points percentage is calculated by dividing the number of points scored 
by a Club by the number of points it concedes and multiplying by 100.  If positions are still level, 
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then the Club which scores the most tries in the league competition in a Season shall be placed 
higher, if the positions are still level, then the Club which scores the most goals shall be placed 
higher, if the positions are still level then the Club which scores the most drop goals.  If the 
positions are still equal, positions will be determined by the toss of a coin which shall be carried 
out at such time and place as the RFL shall direct and those Clubs concerned shall be entitled to 
witness the toss. 
 
FIXTURES 

B3:6 (a) If a Club fails to complete any of its fixtures for whatever reason the result of 
matches played and/or unplayed shall be determined by the Board and the Board 
shall have the right to alter the structure of the competition by such means as it 
thinks fit.  

(b) Unless otherwise agreed and provided for by SLE in the case of Super League or 
otherwise by the Board, each Club in each division shall play home and away 
matches against each other Club in the same division.  The Board shall be 
responsible for compiling a fixture list for all competitions including Super 
League. 

(c) Each Club shall play its "home" League Match on its ground and its "away" 
League Match on its opponents' ground unless the Board consents to or directs 
any other arrangement. 

(d) A list of fixtures shall be commissioned by the Chief Executive who shall in 
addition administer the league competitions.  The Clubs shall be allowed 7 days 
to submit observations on such fixture list and each Club shall also notify the 
Chief Executive of the day on which it wishes to play its weekend home Matches 
and the kick-off times for those Matches (within such timescale).  After 
consideration of the same the Chief Executive will then publish the fixture list 
incorporating such amendments (if any) as he considers appropriate the 
copyright of which is vested in the RFL.  Where a Championship Club has 
elected to play its home games on Friday and its opponent objects the Chief 
Executive shall decide on which day the match shall be played.  Such decision 
shall be based on the principle that part time clubs shall not be compelled by 
their opponents to make long or time consuming journeys save on Saturday, 
Sunday, Bank Holidays or for televised matches, the RFL Board shall decide 
what constitutes a long or time consuming journey and whether extenuating 
circumstances apply which make it reasonable for the Board to instruct that a 
game should be played on a Friday.  Such fixture list and the fixtures contained 
therein are to remain unalterable without the prior written consent of the Chief 
Executive to any change(s). 

(e) The Chief Executive may determine that any League Match shall be played (if 
the demands of television require the same) on an alternative date. In addition 
the Board may require that one or more Clubs play its home League Match in the 
final round of the Season (in 2008 round 27 of Super League and round 22 or 18 
of the Championship and Championship 1 respectively) at such date and time as 
may be directed by the Board in order for one or more Matches to kick off 
simultaneously. 

(f) The Board shall have power to amend fixtures where it considers it necessary to 
do so from time to time which shall include the power to direct that matches shall 
be moved so as to be played on the same date and at the same time as other 
matches to ensure that the integrity of the League is protected. 
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AVAILABILITY OF GROUND 

B3:7 Each Club agrees to allow its ground and/or facilities to be used for a Match/Matches 
between two other Clubs in the same competition if the Board so directs. When a Match 
is played on a neutral ground, a commission may at the discretion of the Board (up to a 
maximum commission of ten per cent) be deducted from net gate receipts or paid to the 
Club upon whose ground the Match is played, but members and spectators of such Club 
must pay the full admission charges to the ground and stands and shall not be allowed 
any discount over and above those available in relation to tickets on general sale. 

ADMINISTRATION 

B3:8 The league competitions shall be governed by the Board which shall appoint Match 
Officials, fix dates upon which Matches are to be played and deal with all matters 
connected with or arising out of the competitions. 

FRIENDLY MATCHES 

B3:9 A Club shall not play a friendly match (ie, any match other than a Cup Tie, a League 
Match an Event or a Match in any competition approved by the Board) at any time 
without receiving the prior written approval of the Board.  The Board's consent shall not 
be unreasonably withheld and the Board in reaching its decision shall pay due regard to 
the integrity of the respective competitions and the interests of the Game together with 
the interests of the Clubs playing Cup Ties or League Matches. 

MATCHES 

B3:10 Any Club failing to fulfil a Match on the scheduled date, for any reason which the Board 
considers unsatisfactory, shall be guilty of misconduct. 

B3:11 Cup Ties shall take precedence over League Matches and the latter must be postponed if 
the Board so directs. 

GROUNDS 

B3:12 Each Club shall register its ground in accordance with Section A2 of these Operational 
Rules.  In addition, each Club shall ensure that at all times, its ground complies with the 
Minimum Ground Requirements set out in Section A2 of these Operational Rules and any 
other Operational Rules or requirements that the Council or Board make or specify from 
time to time.  The home Club in each League Match shall ensure that it has in place an 
adequate policy of public liability insurance for each League Match. 

MATCH OFFICIALS 

B3:13 All League Match Officials shall be appointed by the RFL and their remuneration and 
expenses shall be decided by the Board. 

GRAND FINALS SERIES  

B3:14 Following completion of the RFL Match programme in the Super League, the Clubs 
occupying the top eight positions in the Super League table shall go forward to contest 
the Grand Finals Series, in such format as is set out from time to time.  For each of these 
matches, with the exception of the Grand Final Match itself, the higher placed Club in the 
league table shall have the choice of ground.  If a Club is unable to stage a match on its 
own ground on the date or at the time required by the RFL or SLE’s broadcast partners 
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the Board may direct that such match be played at an alternative venue (which may be 
the ground of its opponents) on the date and at the time so required.   

B3:15 Following completion of the RFL Match programme in each of Championship and 
Championship 1 the Clubs occupying the top six positions in each such league or such 
teams as the Board shall direct shall respectively go forward to contest the Championship 
and Championship 1 Grand Finals Series, the format of which competitions shall be 
confirmed by the RFL from time to time.  For each of these matches, with the exception 
of the Grand Final Match itself, the higher placed Club in the league table shall have the 
choice of ground.  If a Club is unable to stage a match on its own ground on the date or 
at the time required by the RFL or SLE’s broadcast partners the Board may direct that 
such match be played at an alternative venue (which may be the ground of its opponents) 
on the date and at the time so required.  In addition the Board may order a club to play on 
a Friday where in the Board’s opinion circumstances including rest periods between 
matches make it reasonable to do so. 

B3:16 The Grand Final Match for each of the 3 competitions referred to in the Operational Rules 
shall in each case be played at a neutral venue to be chosen by the Board.   

B3:17 If any of the Matches in the Super League Grand Finals and/or the Championship or 
Championship 1 Grand Finals is drawn, then the Match shall be decided by a "Golden 
Point".   During this period of Golden Point teams shall be allowed to make three 
additional interchanges as set out in B4:22 below.  For the avoidance of doubt any 
unused interchanges from normal time are carried over and may be used in the period of 
extra time and Golden Point.  

B3:18 In each Match in each of the three Grand Finals Series, the Club which was highest 
placed in the league concerned shall be deemed to have home ground advantage as 
regards colours, dressing room and otherwise.  

OBJECTIONS TO RESULTS 

B3:19 A Club wishing to object to the result of a Match shall: 

(a) Send a facsimile letter to the Board and to the opposing Club within 24 hours of 
the termination of the Match stating: 

(i) the full grounds on which the objection is made; and 

(ii) the Operational Rule under which it is laid. 

(b) Send within 24 hours a cheque to the Board for £100 as a deposit. 

The Board will hear the objection and may decline to consider any matter not stated in respect of 
(i) above and can if the objection is not sustained order the forfeit of the whole or any part of the 
deposit.  For the avoidance of doubt, a Club shall not be entitled to object to a result on the 
grounds of a Match Official's decision(s), and the imposition of a fine or other penalty on a Club 
pursuant to these Operational Rules shall not preclude a Club from objecting to a result of a 
Match under this Operational Rule. 

OPERATIONAL RULES OF THE COMPETITION 

B3:20 The Laws of the Game, the General Competition Rules, the Match Day Rules set out in 
B1 and B2 above and the Operational Rules shall apply to the League Competitions 
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unless they are inconsistent with these League Competition Operational Rules in which 
case, these Operational Rules will prevail.   

DISPUTES 

B3:21 All disputes relating to the venue, time and date of any Match or any other dispute 
relating to the League or other Competitions shall be determined by the Board in its 
absolute discretion unless otherwise provided for in these Operational Rules. 

MATTERS ARISING 

B3:22 The Board in its absolute discretion as it thinks fit shall determine any matter that may 
arise in connection with the League Competitions for which no provision has been made 
within these Operational Rules.  The Board's decision on all matters where it exercises its 
discretion shall be final and binding and not subject to any appeals. 

COMMUNICATIONS 

B3:23 All communications sent to RLHQ relating to Super League or either of Championship or 
Championship 1 (except for dispute and objection) shall be in an envelope addressed to 
the Board and clearly marked with the name of the competition concerned. 

TROPHIES AND MEDALS 

B3:24 The Trustees of the RFL/SLE are the owners of the Trophies which shall be handed to 
the winning Club for safe keeping by them and shall be returned in turn to the RFL/SLE in 
good condition on the last working day the following June in time for the following year's 
presentation.  Subject to Operational Rule Section B3:27 below, the winning Club shall 
be responsible for the cost of any repairs required to ensure that the Trophies are 
returned to the RFL/SLE in good condition.  No Club shall commission or carry out itself 
any repairs, engraving, alterations or other work on any such Trophy.  The Trustees of 
the RFL/SLE shall be entitled to commission such replicas of the Trophies as they may 
think fit from time to time. 

B3:25 The winners of the Super League Minor Premiership shall be awarded a trophy.  The 
winners of the Super League Grand Final shall be awarded the Super League trophy and 
twenty five Grand Final winners’ rings for their players and officials.  Clubs may apply to 
SLE to purchase additional medals in exceptional circumstances only. 

The winners of the Championship League Leaders shall be awarded a trophy.  The 
winners of the Championship Grand Final shall be awarded the Championship trophy and 
twenty five Grand Final winners’ medals for their players and officials.  Clubs may apply 
to the RFL to purchase additional medals in exceptional circumstances only. 

The winners of Championship 1 shall be awarded a trophy and Championship winners 
medals for their players and officials.  Clubs may apply to the RFL to purchase additional 
medals in exceptional circumstances only.  The winners of the Championship 1 Play Off 
Final shall be awarded a trophy. 

When a player is dismissed during a Grand Final or Play Off Final, the medal to which he 
may otherwise have been entitled may be withheld at the discretion of the Board. 

B3:26 The winning Club(s) agree not to do anything which may invalidate the RFL's insurance 
policy relating to the Trophies or increase the premiums in relation thereto.  Should a 
Trophy be lost, destroyed or damaged whilst under the care or custody of a winning Club, 


